1.
Introduction The purpose of this article is to analyse whether the notion of crimes against humanity offers an adequate refl ection of the persecution of 'social' and 'political' groups in the context of legal terms employed by the genocide defi nition. The background to this analysis is the mass deportation of the so-called 'kulaks', a particular social group, which was planned and carried out by the Soviet regime in Latvia in spring 1949. Looking through the lens of the historical development and normative regulation offered by the notion of genocide and crimes against humanity, and making particular reference to case-law developed by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (the 'ICTY') and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda Katrīna Inkuša (the 'ICTR'), the article explores whether it is necessary to alter the existing understanding of the crime of genocide.
However, before turning to a legal analysis, it is useful to retrace events from the early years of the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States and to provide examples of human rights violations perpetrated in the context of the occupation.
2.
The The ECtHR further concluded that after the start of World War II, the Soviet Union "began exerting considerable pressure on the governments of the Baltic States with a view to taking control of those countries pursuant to the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and its additional protocol".
3
The Soviet Union gave an ultimatum to the governments of the Baltic States "to allow an unlimited number of Soviet troops to be stationed in the Baltic countries", 4 and from 16 to 17 June 1940 the Soviet army "invaded Latvia and the other two independent States". 5 The existing government of Latvia at the time was removed from the offi ce, and a new government was formed under the direction of the Communist Ibid, para. 13. 5
Ibid.
